
U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney

Southern District of Indiana

10 West Market Street (317)226-6333

Suite 2100 TDD (317)226-5438

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-3048

FAX  NUMBERS:

Criminal (317)226-6125

Administration (317)226-5176

Civil   (317)226-5027

FLU (317) 226-6133

OCDETF (317)226-5953

March 16, 2006

CONTACT PERSON:
SUSAN W. BROOKS
United States Attorney
(317) 226-6333
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

ATTORNEY GENERAL ALBERTO R. GONZALES HONORS

MEDAL OF VALOR RECIPIENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales today honored the

nation’s Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor recipients during a special ceremony at the

Department of Justice. The Medal of Valor is the highest national award for valor by a public

safety officer honoring heroic action performed above and beyond the call of duty. The Attorney

General honored recipients from the nation’s law enforcement, firefighting and emergency

services.

"Today we honor the personal courage and selfless service demonstrated by these Medal

of Valor recipients through their individual acts of heroism,” said Attorney General Gonzales.

“Their sense of duty, respect for others and willingness to subordinate their personal safety to

fellow officers and citizens provide the clearest example of the values that make the United States

and its public servants so great.”
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The recipients of the 2004-2005 Medal of Valor are Timothy Greene, Rock Hill, SC;

Edward F. Henry, Charleston, SC; Bryan S. Hurst (deceased), Columbus, OH; Peter Alfred Koe,

Indianapolis, IN.; Gene F. Large, Jr., Fort Walton Beach, FL. Earlier today, the President

presented the Medals of Valor during a White House ceremony in the Oval Office.

On August 18, 2004, Officer Peter Alfred Koe of the Indianapolis, IN Police Department

received information over the radio that several fellow officers had been shot --

one Officer Timothy “Jake” Laird,  fatally -- by a rampaging gunman. Koe and other officers went

immediately to the scene, where Koe was shot by a hidden gunman. He suffered a leg wound

while glass and debris struck him in the face and body. Out of concern for the safety of the other

wounded officers, Koe advanced on the gunman, exchanging gunfire at close range and effectively

subduing him. Even after the event, Koe directed medical responders to attend to his fellow

officers while minimizing his critical wounds. Officer Koe showed remarkable composure and

control while protecting his fellow officers. 

Among other persons honored was Officer Timothy Greene of the Rock Hill, SC Police

Department who was injured responding to a bank robbery;  Firefighter Edward F. Henry of the

city of Charleston, SC Fire Department entered a burning building to save a victim;  Officer Bryan

S. Hurst of the Columbus, OH Division of Police was fatally wounded while working uniformed

special duty at a bank, but still managed to wound the robber; and Battalion Chief Gene F. Large,

Jr. of the Fort Walton Beach, FL Fire Department executed an ocean surf rescue. that rescued a

swimmer and four would-be rescuers who also needed assistance.
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The Medal of Valor, authorized by the Public Safety Medal of Valor Act of 2001, is

awarded by the President of the United States to public safety officers cited by the Attorney

General. Public safety officers are nominated by the chiefs or directors of their employing agencies

and recommended by the Medal of Valor Review Board. Nominations for the 2005-2006 Medal

of Valor will be accepted from May 31 - July 31, 2006.  Additional information about the award,

the design and image of the Medal of Valor, the board members, and the nomination form can be

found on the Office of Justice Programs Web site at www.ojp.usdoj.gov.

A local ceremony is being planned by the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the Indianapolis

Police Department.
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